Onl y the British co uld create and execute a con feren ce w ith the officia l yet co mfortable form alit y and the elegant soc ial activities exemp lified by the Ninth Briti sh Academi c Con ference in Otolaryngology held in Man chester , England , Ju ly 9-14, 1995. Th ese wond erful meetings occ ur once eve ry four years.
Marlene and I have had the goo d fortune to part icip ate in se ve n of the nine events. We first atte nded the Second Con fer ence, wh ich was held in Oxford, England, durin g our first trip to Europ e in 1967. For Americans, it was an impressive event initiated by a previous ly unheard of cocktai l party in the 
